REGISTER OF 

CLASSIFICATION DECISIONS 


Date of entry in Register: 

Name of applicant/court: 
Applicant to the Labelling Body: 
Title of Publication: 

Other Known Titles: 

Director: 

Producer: 

Publisher: 

Author: 

Format: 

Country of Origin: 

Language: 


28 May 1998 
Comptroller of Customs 
Not Applicable 
Chrysalides Photodreams 
Chrysalides: Photodreams 
Not Applicable 
Not Applicable 
I DOS Novara 
Mauro Bertoncello 
Book 
Italy 

Italian, English 


Components of film originally examined: 

Feature: Not Applicable 

Trailers: 


Excision/Alteration: Not Applicable. 

Reason(s) for Excision: 

Not Applicable. 

Classification Decision: 

Unrestricted. 

Display Conditions: 

Not Applicable. 

Descriptive Note: 


... Please turn over 


Running time: 
Running time: 

Total Running time: 


tmp39C5.tmp 




Not Applicable. 


Direction to issue a label has been given on Not Applicable 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The book entitled Chrysalides Photodreams is classified as: 

Unrestricted. 

Chrysalides Photodreams is a book of black and white photographs by Italian 
photographer Mauro Bertoncello. 

Due to the nude content evident in the photographs and the youthfulness of the 
subjects, the publication raises the questions as to whether it promotes or supports, or 
tends to promote or support the exploitation of children, or young persons, or both, for 
sexual purposes; or whether the publication exploits the nudity of children, or young 
persons, or both. 

The text is ambiguous, providing various contexts for the imagery. Although to certain 
readers parts of the text may support a sexual reading of the images, and be 
interpreted as relating to relationships between adult men and girls, if this reading is 
assumed, the text also seems to indicate that it is inappropriate for the (adult) reader 
to engage in sexual liaisons with girls. Given this analysis, the publication is 
considered not to promote or support, nor to tend to promote or support, the 
exploitation of children or young persons for sexual purposes. 

Neither is the publication considered to exploit the nudity of children or young persons. 
The nudity of the models is presented within the romantic concept of adolescence as a 
period of innocence and unselfconsciousness. The intention to capture images of a 
developmental stage prior to womanhood for aesthetic appreciation is considered a 
reasonable context for the presentation of these nude images. The sexuality 
expressed in the photographs is not considered to be overly focused upon in the 
publication nor disproportionate given the theme. 

The Classification Office sought the opinion of experts under s21 (1) of the Films, 
Videos, and Publications Classification Act 1993 regarding this publication. These 
opinions have been taken into account in the classification decision. 
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